
Concrete Evidence: 
Übermenschlich

During a road trip four granite plates were collected 
throughout Europe. A 2000 km long voyage was set 
out between former nazi concentration camps which 
were constructed in the vicinity of stone quarries with 
the sole purpose of supplying granite for the planned 
transformation of Berlin in to the Welthauptstadt 
(World Capital) by Hitler and his architect Albert Speer. 

Together with photographer Philipp Külker, I visited the 
former camps and the nearby stone quarries to document 
this obscure part of history and made the link to the 
production of granite today by visiting quarries thats 
are still in production. With the focus on the material 
we tried to find the exact meaning of granite and all its 
characteristics, and what its functions were during the 
nazi regime and what its functions are now. 

The destinations during the journey were: Natzweiler-
Struthof (France), Flossenbürg (Germany), Mauthausen 
(Austria) and Groß-Rosen (Poland).

During the road trip I acquired four granite plates from 
each of the stone quarries, the same type of granite as 
the one the prisoners of the concentration camps had 
to produce. The plates were then transported to Berlin 
where they were exhibited leaning against the, by Albert 
Speer designed, Schwerbelastungskörper, or Heavy Load 
Bearing Body. 

This 12500 tonnes weighing concrete cylinder was 
constructed in 1941 as a test object to research the 
supporting capacity of the Berlin soil. The monolithic 
object was supposed to simulate one of the four pillars 
of the soon to be constructed Triumph Arch, one of the 
many megalomanic constructions thats were planned to 
reorganise the city. Although none of Speers buildings 
for Berlin were constructed, the early steps to provide the 
needed materials were already set.

Seeing only the Schwerbelastungskörper, one would 
not suspect the enormous clockwork behind the entire 
planning. The plates form the link between the camps, 
scattered throughout Europe, and Berlin. They are the 
only parts of granite that ever reached the city, only 70 
years later. 

With this project the initial idea of the project journey 
‘Übermenschlich’  was set in motion.
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