
Concrete Evidence: 
West-Tangente

Throughout modern history, Berlin has been 
subject of many urban planning projects. After the 
defeat of the nazi-regime, blueprints were drafted 
for a modern city, built on the ruins of the nearly 
completely destroyed city. They were a post-war, 
modernistic response to the global need for a new 
way of living, working and transportation, much 
alike newly constructed cities such as Brasilia 
(Brazil) and Chandigarh (India), and proposed a 
completely rational cityscape. Although Berlin was 
divided, most of these plans were envisioned for 
the entirety of the city, assuming the separation 
(and later the wall) as a very temporary obstacle.

A total of four highways were proposed, crossing 
the centre as a grid, encircled by a belt highway. 
Of the entire plan, only the western part of the 
belt and the start of the western north-south axis 
was completed. This last one, also called the West-
Tangente or A103, is only a 7 km long stretch 
running from Steglitz to Schöneberg, crossing the 
belt highway with a giant cloverleaf interchange. It 
then proceeds towards the city centre for another 
500 metres and ends as an exit onto a perpendicular 
street. All the necessary infrastructure for the 
highway to continue further is already built, except 
for the asphalt.

The plain has been overgrown with grass and trees, 
ever since the project was abandoned due to the 
increasing amount of protests in the late seventies 
and eighties, and ends in a steep slope where the 
highway was planned to pass underneath the 
nearby train tracks.

The temporary intervention on the site is an 
attempt to underline the halted flow of traffic 
that now has to seek other paths into the urban 
street network. Ten people walked the same path 
repeatingly up and down during three hours, 
leaving a trace in the field. The trails represent the 
envisioned lanes for this part of the West-Tangente. 
The action of running the paths brings the place 
to a human scale, appropriating the highway as a 
personal space.
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